J By the King. 
<A Proclamationconcerning Tobacco. 

"JA TEST Hereas Our Commons, aſſembled in Our laſt Seſsions of Parha- 
| T@ Fj ment, became humble Petitioners vnto Us, That. foz many watightie 
9 realons, much tonterning the welfare of Our Kingdome, and the Trade 
thereof, we would by Our Royallpower, vtcerly pꝛohibite the vle of all 
A ng foꝛreigne Tobacto,which is not ofthe growth ol Hur owneDomtnions; 
8 ö 255 And whereas we haue vpon all occaſions made knowen Our diſlſke, ne 
I 2 " oy haue euer had ot the vſeof Tobaccoin generall, astending to the cozrup- 
a — tion both ofthe health and manners ol Our people, and fo that purpoſe 
haue at ſeuerall times heretofoze pꝛohibited the planting of Tobatto. both in England aud wales as vt⸗ 
terly vnlit, in reſpect ol the Climate, to cheriſh the ſame foz any meditinall ble, (Which is the onely 
good to bee appꝛooued in it; ) And at other times haue alſo pꝛohibited the diloꝛderly Trading foꝛ To⸗ 
bacco, into the parts bepond ie Deas, as by Our ſeuerall Pꝛotlamations, publiſhed to that pur- 
pole, it may appeare. Neuerthelelle, betauſe wee haue beene rurneſtly and often impoꝛtuned by mas 
ny of Our louing Subtects, Planters and Aduenturers in Virginia, andthe Sommer Iſlands, and lately 
by Our Commiſſioners foz Virginia, hat we would be pleaſed to take into Our Royall care that 
part of Dur Dominions, by Our Royall authoꝛitie, and by the induſtrie of Our lopall Subtects, 
added to the reſt of Our Empire, foꝛ the pꝛopagation ot Chꝛiſttan Religion, and the eaſe and benefite 
of this populous Realme, and to conſider, that thoſe Colonies and Plancations , are pet but in their 
infancie, and cannot be bzought to maturitie and perfection, vnleſſe We will bee pleaſed foꝛ a time to 
tolerate vnto them the planting and ventingof the Tobacco, which is, and ſhall be of the growth of 
thoſe Colonies and Plantations;we, taking into Our Pztneely conſideration theſe, and many other 
impoztant reaſons of State, haue beene graciouſly pleaſed to condeſcend to the defires and humble 

petitions of Our lowing Sudiects in this behalfe. 

And therekoze We doe by thele pzeſents ſtraitiy charge and command , That no perſon whatſoe- 
uer, ot what degree oꝛ qualitie ſoeuer, doe at any time hereafter, impozt, o2cauſe to be impoꝛted from 
any part beyond the Deas, oꝛ out of Our Kingdome of Scotland, into this Our Realme of England,oz 
TDominionof Wales, oztnto Our Realine of rcland, any Tobacco, which is not of the pꝛoper growth 
of the Plantations of Virginia, and the Sommer Iſlands, oz one of them, vpon paine of fozfeiture vnto Us 
of allſuch Tobacco ſo to be impoꝛted, contrary to the true meaning of theſe pꝛelents, in whoſe hands 
ſoeuer the lame ſhall be found, and vpon ſuch further paines and penalties, as by the Lawes and 
Dtatutes of theſe Our Realmes, oꝛ by the ſeuerity oꝛ cenſure of Our Court of Starre-chamber, in 
either ofthole Kingdomes reſpectiuely, may be inflicted vpon the Offendozs, fo; contempt of this 
Dur Royall command, and to be reputed and tanken as enemies to Our pꝛoteedings, and to thoſe 
Plantations which lo much tonterne Our Honour, and the honour and pꝛolit of theſe Our King- 


domes. And we furtherwitlandcommand, vpon the penalties afozeſaid, that from hencefoozth, 
noperſon oꝛ perſons whatſoener, pꝛeſume to ſow, ſet, v2 plant, oꝛ cauſe, ozpermit, oꝛ ſuffer tobe ſow- 
ed, ſet, 02 planted, in anyof his oꝛ their grounds, any Tobacco whatſoever, within theſe Our 
Realmes of England, oz Ircland,oz Dominion of wales, 0z any Illes 02 places belonging thereto,o2 per- 
mit.o2ſaffer any old ſtocke, plant. oꝛ root of Tobatto fozmerly ſet, lowed, oꝛ planted there tocontinue, 
not plucked vp and bttcriy deſtroyed, contrary to the tenour and true meaning of a fozmer Pzocia- 
mation, made and publiſhed by Us to that purpoſe, bearing date the thirticth day of December, in 
the leuenteenth peere of Our Reigne of Eogland. 

And wee further ſtraitly charge and command, vpon the paines and penalties atfozeſaid, That 
no perſon whatloeyer, pꝛeſume to buy, oꝛ ſellany Tobacco, which from hencefoozth ſhall be (mpoz- 
ted, 02 bzought from any the parts beyond the Seas, oz from Our Realine of Scotland, Which is not, 
oꝛ hall not be ofthe pꝛoper growth of the Colonies afozeſatd, of virginia, and the Sommer Iſlands, oz 
one ofthem. And becauſe Wee vnderſtand, that ſome, who intend their owne pzinate, moꝛe then the 
publique, concetuing it to be pzobable, that Me would grant the petition of Our Commons in Par⸗ 
liament, to pꝛeuent the effect thereof, haue lately impoꝛted ſecretly, and by ſtealth, great quantities of 
foꝛreigne Tobacco, foz which they hauepaydno Subſidie. oz other duety vnto Us; we further 
will andcommand, vnder the paines aud penalties afozcſaid, that no perſon whatſouer, from, and 
after the liue and twentieth day of March, now next enſuing, pꝛelume to ſell, oz offer, 02 put to ſale 
within theſe Our Realmes oꝛ Dominion, any Tobacco , which hath beene foꝛmerly impoꝛted into 
this Realme, Which is not of the pꝛoper growth of the Colonies, oꝛ Plantations afozeſaid, oꝛ one 
of them, noꝛ that any perſon whatſfoutr,willingly and knowingly, tale, oꝛ vſe any Tobacco, from, 
and after the firſt day of May, now nexteuſutng, which is not, oz ſhallnot beof the pꝛoper growth of 
the ſayd Colonies, oz Plantations, ozone of them. Yet,becauſe the ſaid fozreigne Tobacco may not 
lie on the hands ol the owners thereof. wee are graciouſly pleaſed, that at any time, within foztie 
dayes after the ſayd ſiue and twentteth day of March, ſuch fozreigne Tobacco may be freely expoꝛted 
by any perſon whatloeuer, without paying any Subſidte oꝛ other duette foz the lame. And betauſe 
no man hall pzetendignozance, and thereby endeuour to excuſe his offence in any of the pzemiſles; 
wee doe further charge and command, and doe hereby ſignifie and declare Our will and pleaſure to 
be, that all. and euery perſon and perſons,Perchantoz other, who bleth to (cl, oꝛ hath any purpole 
to ſell Tobacco, who haue in his. oꝛ their hands,cuftodie oz poſſeſſion, oꝛ in the hands, cuſtodie oz poſ⸗ 
ſeſſonof any other by their deliuery, oz to their vle, any Tobacco heretofoꝛe impoꝛted into this Our 
Realme , oz planted, ſet, oz ſowen within this Nealme, (hall befoze the twentieth day of October, 
now next comming , bzing the ſame into Our Cuſtome-houſe, within Our Citie of London, if ſuch 
Tobacco be within ſiue miles of Our ſaid Citie, 02 ſuch Tobacco be in any other Citie, Towne, oz 
place, within this Our Realme of England, o Dominion of Wales, 02 Realme of Ireland, (hall bzing 
the ſame to the Towne-houſle, oz other fit place, which ſhall be to that purpoſe appointed by Us, in 
that City oz Cozpozate Towne, neereſt vnto which the ſaid Tobacco ſhall de, and ſhall befoze the 
firſt day of December, now nextcomming,there require and cauſe the ſame to be Marked and Sealed 
by ſuch perſon oꝛ perſons,and with ſuch Seale and Marke, as weſhall thereunto aſſigne oz appoint 
fo; thatpurpoſe, without gining any fee oꝛ allowance foꝛ the ſad Seale oz Marke, and whatſoeuer 
Tobacco ſhall not be Sealed oz marked, as afoꝛeſaid, within the ſeuerall times afozeſaid, ſhall be ton⸗ 
fiſcace 6 fozfeittedbnto Us foꝛſuchtheir default and contempt. And fo2 the auoyding ok all deceit and 
abuſe in diſguiling ol fozraigne Tobacco, oz mingling the ſame with the Tobacco of Virginia, oz the 
Sommer lands, thereby to defraud the true intent of theſe p:eſents, we further ſtraitly charge andcom- 
mand. vnder the paines and penalties afozeſacd, That no perſon, who ts, oz ſhall be aſeller of Tobac- 
to, ſhall haue, oz _ ready cut, abone the quantitie of —— or 8 at once, noz ſhall min · 
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gle any fozraigne Tobacco, with aiTobbtco ofthe growth of the Sommer Iſlands 03 Virgins 
And wee ttraitly charge and command, that all the planters of Tobacco in the Colonies afoze- 
ſaid, oz any part thereof, ſhallmake the ſame good, and merchantable, and ſhallnot pzeſume to ſend 
ouer into this our Realme of England, any Tobacco, which ſhall not be good and merchantable, and 
well made vp in rolle without ſtalkes. oꝛ other bad oz cozrupt ſtuffe, vpon paine of confiſcation there- 
of, 02 lo much thereof, as vpon due triall made, ſhall be found to be otherwile, to the intent that ſuch 
of Our Sublectes,as ſhalldeſire to ble thefame, may not de abuſed, oꝛ detetued therewith, tothe im⸗ 
pairing of their health. And to the intent that the Tobacco of the Colonies, and Plantations a- 
fozeſatd, thus tolerated by Us, may be knowen and diſtinguiſhed, from ſach as ſhall bee ſecretly, and 
without warrant bzought in by ſtealth ; Wee doe likewiſe ſtraitiy charge and command, vpon he 
paines and penalties afozeſaid, That all fuch Tobacco, as ſhall bee bought from the Colonies a⸗ 
fozeſaid, ſhall be all bzought, and landed at the Key of Our Cuſtome houſe, in Our citie of London, 
and not ellewhere in any of Our Realmes0z Dominions,and ſhalde there regiſtred, x ſhall not be 
remooued from Our laid Cuſtome houſe, vutiii it ſhall bee there firſt tryed, ſealed, and marked, by 
ſuch perſon, oz perſons,# with ſuch leale oꝛ marke, as we ſhall thereunto alligne aud appoint; ſuch . 
ſeale 02 marke to bee ſet thereto, without Fee, os other reward whatſoener. And wee doe further 
ftraitly charge and command, vpon the paines and penalties afozeſaid, That all owners of ſhips, 
bee carefull to imploy ſuch maſters in thetr ſhips, oꝛ other veſſels, from whom they will cake good 
taution not to offend in the impoꝛtation of any Tobacco,contrary to this Our Royall pleaſure. And 
er do further lignifie and declare by thele pꝛelents that woe will require an exactaccomptof the ma 
ſer of enery ſhip.oꝛ other veſfell, that he ſhall make ſuch duligent, and carefull ſearch, oner the mars 
riners and paſſengers in his ſhip, os other vellell, that none of them ſhall conuetgh ouer into theſe 
Our Realmes of England, os Ireland, oz dominion of Walles, oz into any Pozt, hauen, Creeke, os other 
parts thereof, any Tobacco, to be impozted, contrary to the true intent and meaning of theſe pze- 
ſents: And that Our Cuſtomers, oꝛ thetr deputies, tn euery Pozt of theſe dur Realmes of England, 
and lreland, ſhall, vpon oath, examine euery Maſter of a ſhtp, oꝛ other veſſell, oz other officers and 
Pariners tu the latdlhip, on velſell, wherher they baue made learch in the ſaidſhip oz veſſell. ſoꝛ To- 
| baeco, and whether any Tobacco bee in the laid ſhip, 02 veſſell, to their knowledge, and whether any 
Tobaceo were laden in the ſad ſhip oz veſſell, and bee taken out thereof, and what is become of the 


lame: And if any Paſter ofaſh(p, oz other veſſell, ſhall wulſully, oꝛ negligently permit, oz ſuffer any - 


Tobacco to betmpozted, oz ſhallotherwiſe offend,contrary to theſe p;eſents.euery ſuch Paſter ( be⸗ 
cauſe it is in his power to pꝛeuent the lame hall allo be auſwerable vnto Us foz his contempt here- 
in, and ſhall be ſubert, x lyavle to all the paines and penalties afozeſaid,aſwellas i he humſelfe had ac- 
tually and purpoſely committed the lad offence. And whereas we are infozmed, that ſome traders 
in Tobacco, doe bie to tmpozt Tobatto in fozreigne Bottomes; wee ſtrictly charge and command, 
that no perſon whatſoeuer, either Dtranger, Dentzen, oꝛ naturall dozne Oubiect,pzefume to impoꝛt 
any Tobacco whatſoeuer.in any fozreigne dottome, at any time hereafter,vpon paine of confiſcation, 
not onely of the ſad Tobacco, but allo of the ſhip, oz veſſel, wherein tde lame 2 ſo posted . and vp⸗ 
on the other paines and penalties afozeſatd, = 


And los the better execution of Our piealure herein, we die deredy command all and finguler 
Cuſtomers, Comptrollers, Searchers, wayters, and other Officers.attendinginall,and euerythe 
Poꝛts. Creekes, oꝛ places of lading os vnlaving, foz the taking, collecting,oz reteiuing of any ol our 
Cuſtomes, Dubſidies,oz Duties, to take notice of this Our pleaſure : And noe do beredycommand, 
and gine power aud authoꝛitie vato them. and eneryofthem, from time to time, aſwell to ſearch any 
ſhippe, 02 other veſſell, oꝛ bottome, ryding, oz lying within any Pont. hauen, oꝛ Creeke,withm their 
ſeuerall charge ol * Tobacco — to the intent of th Our Roxall 
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P2oclamation ; and the ſame being found, to letze and take to Our ble. and allo to take notite ot the 
names, and appꝛehend the bzingers in and buyers ofthe ſame, to the end they may reteiue condigne 
puniſhment foꝛ their offences, bpon payne, that euery ol the ſaid Officers,which ſhall bee found 
negligent, remilſe oꝛ toꝛrupt therein, ſhallloſe his place and entertainement , and bndergoe ſuch 
paines and penalties, as by Our Lawes, oz by the cenſure of Our ſaid Court of Starre:chamber, 
map be inflicted vpon them foz the ſame. - 

And we doe likewiſe, will, oꝛdaine, and appoint, that it ſhall and may bee lawfull, fo? ſuch perſon 
oꝛ perſons,as ſhall be thereunto authoztzed and appointed, by him, oꝛ themſelues, oꝛ his, oz their De- 
puty oz Deputies, with a lawfull Officer to ſearch any ſhippe, oz other veſſell, and to enter into any 
(Hoppe, houſe, ſeller , warehoule, oz other ſuſpected places, at lawfull and conuentent times, and 
there to ſearch,diſcouer, and find out any Tobacco,impozted,vttered, ſold. oꝛ vented,oz fo be vttered, 
ſold, 02 vented, not marked oz ſealed.as afozeſard, contrary to the true meaning hereof, and all ſuch 
Tobacco ſo found, to ſeize, take away, and diſpoſe of, and the owners thereof, oz in whoſe cu⸗ 
ſtodie the ſame ſhall be found, to infozme and complaine of, to the end they may receiue puniſhincutr, 
actoꝛding to Our p'eaſure befoze herein declared. 

And further, we doe by thele pꝛelents, will and require all and ſinguler Payozs, Sheriffes, Juſk- 
ces of Peace, Bayliffes, Conſtables, Headbozoughs, Cuſtomers, Comptrollers, Searchers, 
wayters, and all other Our Officers and miniſters whatſoeuer, That they and euery of them in 
their ſeuerall plates and Offices, be diligent and attendant in the exetution of this Hur Pꝛoclama⸗ 
tion, and alſo ayding and aſſiſting vnto ſuch perſon and perſons, and his and their Deputies and 
Aſſignes, as we ſhall ſo. as afoꝛeſaid, authouiſe # appoint,aſwell in any ſearch foꝛ diſconery of any act, 
oꝛ acts to be perfoꝛmed contrary to the intent of theſe pꝛeſents, as other wile, in the doing oz executing 
of any matter oz thing, foz the actompliſhment of this Our Royall command. And further Our 
will and pleaſure is, and wee doe hereby charge and command Our Atturney generall, foz the time 
being, to infozme agaiuſt ſach perſons in Our Court of Starre-chamber, from time to time, whoſe 
tontempt and diſobedience againſt this Our Ropall command, ſhall merit the cenſure of that Court, 
and to pzolecute euery ſuch tnfozmatton ſpeedily and efectually, vntill the ſame ſhall bee b:ought to 
ſentence, And Mur pleaſure andcommand is that all the Tobacco which vpon any ſetzure ſhall be- 
come fozfeited, ſhall bee bzought to Pur Cuſtome houſe,next adioyning to the Poꝛt, oꝛ place where 
the ſame ſhall be letzed, where the ſetzoꝛ chereof hall deliuer the ſame to Our ve, and the ſame 
(hall be foozthwith burut,conſumed,and deſtroyed; but the offendour,befoze he be diſcharged, aſl 
pay to the partie, who ſetzed the ſaid Tobacco,the onebalfeofthe true value thereof: And that ſuch 
perlon oz perſons, whom wee ſhall appoint. ſpecially by our Pztute Seale, to take care and tharge 
of the execution of Our pleaſure in the pzemiſſes, ſhall haue the one halfe of all the Fines,to bee im- 
poled bpon euery offendour againſt this Our Pzoclamation, foꝛ their encouragement to bee diligent 
and faithfull, in, and about the perfozmance of that ſeruice, we ſhall ſo commit vnto them. 


Giuen at Our Honour of mon Cos, the nine and twentieth day of — 


in the two and twentieth yeere of Our Reigne of England, France, and Ireland, and 
of Scotland the eight — fiftieth. 


God ſaue the King. 
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